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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 1958 

PASS AGRICULTURE FOR MEEKER AND REISZ 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAGR, AS 

SUB J : AUSTRALIAN REACTION TO U.S. MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM FOR 1976 

REF: STATE 059029 

1 . EMBOFFS CONTACTED REPRESENTATIVES OF DOT AND DPI ON MARCH 
12 TO CONVEY POINTS IN REFTEL. EARLIER IN THE WEEK, R.E. 
ANDERSON, FAS/W CALLED ON SECRETARY IVES (DPI) TO CONVEY 
ESSENTIALLY THE SAME MESSAGE IN BOTH INSTANCES, WE REVIEWED 
THE PROGRAM IN DETAIL AND URGED PROMPT ACTION TO CONCLUDE 
THE VOLUNATRY RESTRAINT AGREEMENT BEFORE THE NEXT U.S.D.A. 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON MARCH 31. WE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT CHANCES 
OF NEGOTIATING ANY CHANGES AT THIS POINT WERE SLIM, AND THAT 
ANY DELAY BEYOND MARCH 31 COULD RESULT IN THE IMPOSITION OF 
QUOTAS. 

2. GOA IS IN THE PROCESS OF PREPARING A POSITION PAPER NOW. 

IT IS EXPECTED TO GET MINISTERIAL APPROVAL AND BE IN WASH- 
INGTON BY MONDAY MARCH 15. ALTHOUGH WE WERE NOT GIVEN THE 
DETAILS OF WHAT WOULD BE IN THE PAPER, WE WERE TOLD THAT 
OUR PORPOSAL HAD LITTLER OR NO CHANCE OF APPROVAL IN ITS 
PRESENT FORM. 
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3. THE TWO MAIN AREAS OF CONCERN TO AUSTRALIA CENTER 

IN THE PREFERENTIAL SHORTFALL ARRANGEMENT FOR CENTRAL 
AMERICAAND THE 70 MILLION POUND PROVISION FOR CANADA 
WITH NO PROVISION FOR VOLUNTARY RESTRAINTS. GOA 
OFFICIALS CLAIM THAT THESE TWO CONDITIONS VIRTUALLY 
ASSURE THAT THERE WILL BE NO CHANCE OF ANY SHORTFALL 
ALLOCATION FOR AUSTRALIA DURING THE YEAR. THEY SAID 
THAT THE INITIAL ALLOCATION OF 624.5 MILLION WOULD 
PROBABLY BE THE UPPER LIMIT ON EXPORTS. THIS WOULD 
BE WELL UNDER 1975 PERFORMANCE. 

4. COMMENT: THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IS IN A DIFFICULT 
POSITION ON OUR 1976 MEAT IMPORT PROPOSAL. THEY WERE 
VERY CRITICAL OF THE WAY THE FORMER LABOR GOVERNMENT 
HANDLED THE U.S. MEAT PROGRAM, AND THEY NOW SEE A 
SITUATION WHEREBY THEY COULD DO WORSE. IT DIFFI- 
CULT TO PREDICT WHAT ADJUSTMENTS IN THE PROGRAM WOULD 
BE NEEDED TO SATISFY THE AUSTRALIANS BUT IT SEEMS CLEAR 
THEY WILL PRESS VERY HARD FOR SOME IMPROVEMENT. 
HARGROVE 
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